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Why a Book Trailer?

- Professionalism?

- Social media clicks?

- Other reasons?

- You don’t need one!
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Looks Nice on Web Site



What’s in a Trailer: Query, Flap Copy, Reviews 

Non-fiction: Easier

- Facts and figures

- Pictures

- Topics

- Reviews

Fiction/Memoir: Harder

- Genesis/research

- Themes

- Plot teaser

- Reviews
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Fiction: 30-Second Teaser
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Fiction: Another 30-Second Teaser
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Non-Fiction: Summary of Content 
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Hire Out or DIY?
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What You Got?

- Fiction vs. Non

- Windows vs. Mac

- Tech-savvy?
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Hiring Out

-Fiverr, Upwork: $50-$400+

-$2,400?

-Good to know what’s involved

-Good experiences?
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Tips for Hiring a Contractor

-Send cover, description, samples

-Send content: music, images?

-Details: revisions? rights?

randyrossmedia.com/talks



My Good (Book Cover) Experience on Reedsy
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Five Responses: 
$650-$1000
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Most Thorough Response
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$1000 Later



Cautionary Tale

Source: charlottedune.substack.com/p/i-paid-three-fiverr-artists-to-make 
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You Can DIY
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DIY: The Steps

•Script for one minute or less

•Content: images, videos, audio

•Tools: video, image editor

•Post for feedback?
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Free Copyright-Free Content

• Images, Audio, Some video
• Existing programs: Powerpoint, Canva, Capcut
• Free sites
•Read licenses, avoid problems

This Photo by Unknown Author is 
licensed under CC BY-SA-NC
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https://fxnproductions.com/telling-stories-with-video/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Freebies in Powerpoint
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Free Site: search.creativecommons.org
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Select “Licensable”
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Check the License
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Winner!
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https://freemusicarchive.org/music/amarent/

Free Site: Free Music Archive

very searchable 
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DIY Content

• Photos and video: 

• Phone is fine

• Google “three-point lighting”
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DIY: Audio/Voice Over 
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•Phone is OK

•Good computer audio is OK
 
•Lavalier mic is best



Webcam I’ve used for video/audio: Logitech
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Example: Novel “The Squid and the Spaceman”

•Script Ideas: flap copy, query letter, reviews

•8-10 images for 1-minute trailer (3-4 seconds 
each)

•Create folders for content*
•*may need to resize with image editor.

•Load into Video Editor
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Plot Teaser
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Folders with 8-10 Images
Beginning

Middle

End
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Background Music

Search by licenser
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Free and Licensable
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Pick a Video Editor

randyrossmedia.com/talks



Popular Ones I’ve Used

• Simple and free:

• Apple iMovie

• Microsoft Movie Maker

• Intermediate: free but better features cost

• Canva: online, image and video editing

• Capcut: desktop and online

• Professional: 

• Premiere
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Simple and Free: iPhone iMovie “Magic Movie”
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A “Magic Movie”
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Windows Movie Maker 2012

•Simple to use
•Minimal system requirements
•Free
•Lives on computer – you own the files.
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Windows Movie Maker 2012

•But:
•Windows only
• Limited features and free content
•No tutorials

•Download: archive.org/details/wlsetup-all_201704
• Manual: https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-

Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
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https://archive.org/details/wlsetup-all_201704
https://archive.org/details/wlsetup-all_201704
https://archive.org/details/wlsetup-all_201704
https://archive.org/details/wlsetup-all_201704
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
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Add Files
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Add Text and Animation
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Add Captions to Images, Music
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30-Second Finished Product
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Canva: More Advanced

•More features: animations, editing 
•More free content
•More templates for social media
•Tutorials
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Canva: More Advanced

•But:
• Lives on Web: They own working files.
• Free version requires image editor to resize photos
•Owned by Australian company.
•Better features/content in Pro version ($18/month)
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First Time Canva? Do a Few Tutorials
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Parts of a Real Video Editor

Playback Window 

Timeline 
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Add Files
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Little crown: 
only in paid 
version

Limitation of Freebie: Content Unavailable
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Add Audio, Download File

Finished 
Timeline 
with audio
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Canva Example



Capcut: More Powerful

•More features, more free content
•Desktop versions for Mac and Windows
•Runs on older computers vs. Adobe (requires Windows 

11)
•Great for short videos and social media content
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Capcut: More Complex

•But:
•More features = more decisions
•Owned by Chinese company that owns TikTok
•Annoying ads, key features only in paid version. 

($19.99/month)
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CapCut: More Features, More Complexity
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Real Video Editing Tools

randyrossmedia.com/talks



Add Images, Scale to Fit
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Add Audio Multi-track Timeline
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Purple Hearts = Paid Features
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Advanced: Premiere

• Industry standard 
• In business since 1986, based in CA.
•Better for long videos
•Part of suite with Audition (audio), After 
Effects (animation), Photoshop, Illustrator.
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Advanced: Premiere

•But:
•More expensive: $23/month ($80/month for suite)
•Requirements: for Windows, 16GB RAM, Mid-high 

CPU (i7), Windows 11.
•Complicated to learn
• Emerson offers classes for $492 (get student rate 

for Adobe suite for $40/month)
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Premiere Interface
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Helpful Free Tools

• Tweaking photos and images:
• Canva

• Irfanview

• Powerpoint

• Adjusting volume, formatting, trimming/combining audio
• audacity

• Downloading Youtube videos: 
• Clipgrab
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DIY Tips

If you get stuck: 
• Try to figure out for 5 minutes then Google: “In 

Canva, how to I …”

• Try another tool you already have: Powerpoint for 
graphics and special effects.

Don’t need to win Academy Award
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Book Talk: A Theme and a Tease
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Book Talk: Genesis of Book
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Slides and Links at
 

RandyRossMedia.com/Talks


	Slide 1: A Guide to Creating a Book Trailer 
	Slide 2: Table of Contents
	Slide 3: Why a Book Trailer?
	Slide 4: Looks Nice on Web Site
	Slide 5: What’s in a Trailer: Query, Flap Copy, Reviews 
	Slide 6: Fiction: 30-Second Teaser
	Slide 7: Fiction: Another 30-Second Teaser
	Slide 8: Non-Fiction: Summary of Content 
	Slide 9: Hire Out or DIY?
	Slide 10: What You Got?
	Slide 11: Hiring Out
	Slide 12: Tips for Hiring a Contractor
	Slide 13: My Good (Book Cover) Experience on Reedsy
	Slide 14: Five Responses:  $650-$1000
	Slide 15: Most Thorough Response
	Slide 16
	Slide 17: Cautionary Tale
	Slide 18: You Can DIY
	Slide 19:  DIY: The Steps
	Slide 20: Free Copyright-Free Content
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24
	Slide 25
	Slide 26
	Slide 27: DIY Content
	Slide 28: DIY: Audio/Voice Over  
	Slide 29: Webcam I’ve used for video/audio: Logitech
	Slide 30: Example: Novel “The Squid and the Spaceman”
	Slide 31: Plot Teaser
	Slide 32: Folders with 8-10 Images
	Slide 33: Background Music
	Slide 34: Free and Licensable
	Slide 35: Pick a Video Editor
	Slide 36: Popular Ones I’ve Used
	Slide 37: Simple and Free: iPhone iMovie “Magic Movie”
	Slide 38: A “Magic Movie”
	Slide 39: Windows Movie Maker 2012
	Slide 40: Windows Movie Maker 2012
	Slide 41: Add Files
	Slide 42: Add Text and Animation
	Slide 43: Add Captions to Images, Music
	Slide 44: 30-Second Finished Product
	Slide 45: Canva: More Advanced
	Slide 46: Canva: More Advanced
	Slide 47: First Time Canva? Do a Few Tutorials
	Slide 48: Parts of a Real Video Editor
	Slide 49: Add Files
	Slide 50
	Slide 51: Add Audio, Download File
	Slide 52
	Slide 53: Capcut: More Powerful
	Slide 54: Capcut: More Complex
	Slide 55: CapCut: More Features, More Complexity
	Slide 56: Real Video Editing Tools
	Slide 57: Add Images, Scale to Fit
	Slide 58: Add Audio Multi-track Timeline
	Slide 59: Purple Hearts = Paid Features
	Slide 60
	Slide 61: Advanced: Premiere
	Slide 62: Advanced: Premiere
	Slide 63: Premiere Interface
	Slide 64: Helpful Free Tools
	Slide 65: DIY Tips
	Slide 66: Book Talk: A Theme and a Tease
	Slide 67: Book Talk: Genesis of Book
	Slide 68: Slides and Links at  

