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Why a Book Trailer?

- Professionalism?
- Social media clicks?
- Other reasons?

- You don’t need one!
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Looks Nice on Web Site
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What’s in a Trailer: Query, Flap Copy, Reviews

Non-fiction: Easier
- Facts and figures
- Pictures

- Topics

- Reviews

Fiction/Memoir: Harder
- Genesis/research

- Themes

- Plot teaser

- Reviews
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Fiction: 30-Second Teaser
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Fiction: Another 30-Second Teaser

e
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Non-Fiction: Summary of Content
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Hire Out or DIY?
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What You Got?

- Fiction vs. Non
- Windows vs. Mac

- Tech-savvy?
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Hiring Out

-Fiverr, Upwork: $50-S400+
-S2,4007?

-Good to know what’s involved

-Good experiences?
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Tips for Hiring a Contractor

-Send cover, description, samples
-Send content: music, images?

-Details: revisions? rights?
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My Good (Book Cover) Experience on Reedsy

Book details
EMporar et that
and the dark humor
fitics and shifting

Dark hurmar, I Wrong, o y h, Jonathan

Tropper, and

Main characters
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Five Responses:
$650-51000

reedsy mm Marketplace  Projects  Books

Reoquests  Collaborations  Activity Files Fnances

Here are your requests
Manage guotes from the professionals you've reached out to.

paceman

1,000,060

545000

SB00.00
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Most Thorough Response

Hi Randy. he E me k if you'd like any adjustments:

Frant Cover De

| will design an initial round of front cover gns (round 1 will have 5+ ¢
options), followed by two rounds of revisions if Qg 3
Jacket Design

| will dex

Printer: Ingrs:
Trim Siz
Farmat;

InDe

This offe

etc.) e
2024, Manage yvour collaboration

Art Direction

i. A photo collage of an astronaut s

Design Deliverables
1. A high resolution .jpg file

in digital promotion

5. A high olution .png of the front
promotion

4. A print-re: pdf file of the papearb: o "
randyrossmedla Com/ta”(S Copyright owners f artwork across all mediums in perpetuity
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Charlotte Dune’s Lagoon

Cautionary Tale

gave them all the

+ Make a book trailer under 20 s

{th, the weather catside is fright!
bt the alrpert Is pot delighifnl

» Include the cover.
* This is the plot of the b

Acid Christmas is a dystopian holiday tale with a packed airport,
unending snow, and a mysterious book of LSD.

Weary and worried about an impending funeral, flight attendant Candi is on
her way home to when a sudden blizzard grounds her flight. Delayed in

Toronto without a winter jacket, she waits for the s

¢ The trailer must include the book cover.

» Dystopian, cre

B R 1 S sent them both of the book trailers above
- Charlotte-Dune-

Source: charlottedune.substack.com/p/i-paid-three-fiverr-artists-to-make
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You Can DIY




DIY: The Steps

*Script for one minute or less
*Content: images, videos, audio
*Tools: video, image editor
*Post for feedback?
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Free Copyright-Free Content

* Images, Audio, Some video
* Existing programs: Powerpoint, Canva, Capcut
*Free sites
* Read licenses, avoid problems
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https://fxnproductions.com/telling-stories-with-video/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/

Freebies in Powerpoint
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ree Site: search.creativecommons.org

5= search.creativecommons.org

hesau Dp\-.'rthsaurs h wordhippo 0 Libry & ggldv € Stat @CC creative commons W Tw OFB @Inst L @uTub 2~ emerson ¥ Need Help? ‘EG‘?Tn}-‘UHL unflly @ About &

(c9)search portal

Find content you can sha#®, use, and remix.

The Creative Commens (CC) Search Porta) you search CC licensed works across multiple platforms.

dog on bicycle

Search using:

ccMixter Europeana Flickr

Music Mediz Medi;

Google Google Images Jamendo

Imazge Music

Open Clip Art OpenGameArt

Image Media

Open\rgr5e Sketchfab SoundCloud

Media 30 Model Music

Thingiverse Wikimedia Commons

30 Model Media

YouTube

Video




Select “Licensable”

5 a bike | The d
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Check the License
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©® CC0 1.0

CCO 1.0 Universal

Deed

Seethel

No Copyright

‘:’ The person who a

dedicated tha v
orF her i

ine g all relate
allowed h-'y' law
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Free Site: Free Music Archive

@ freemusicarchive.org/s=arch?ady=18search-genre=Ele

Ca &

b bitly OR anesau b pwrthsaurs h wordhippo OLibr}f € ggldv € Stat @CC creative commons % Tw GFB @inst @IL @UTub 2 emerson %< Need Help? 6 TnyURL = unfilw W About & Rules .ﬂ,:'.;iBlsgge @CC Search

F M A Discover v Create v

About v Q

Search results: 3767 tracks found!

The Companionship of Isolation
by Brylie Christopher

D2
by Amarent

Ranger’s Lament
by human gazpacho

Stone Of Stumbling
by Jangwa

iy

Neither and Both

Free Electronic Music

Arcane Resonance

Unnamed album

Signin

very searchable

License v Genre v Duration v

Most Interesting v~

Electronic , Ambient Electronic , Minimal Electroni
Electronic , Ambient Electronic , Minimal Electronii
Electronic , Ambient Electronic , Minimal Electroni

Electronic , Ambient Electronic , Minimal Electronii

https://freemusicarghjve-rg/ mksic/amarent/




D |Y CO nte nt | :. :—-Jt up abave the subject
 Photos and video:

e Phone is fine

* Google “three-point lighting”
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DIY: Audio/Voice Over

*Phone is OK
* Good computer audio is OK

e avalier mic is best
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Webcam I’'ve used for video/audio: Logitech

2T

C922 PROHD
STREAH WE BCAM
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Example: Novel “The Squid and the Spaceman”

*Script Ideas: flap copy, query letter, reviews

*8-10 images for 1-minute trailer (3-4 seconds
each)

*Create folders for content™
**may need to resize with image editor.

e Load into Video Editor



Plot Teaser
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Folders with 8-10 Images

Beginning

Spacemar Middle

squid cover

|
2 stick figures

il |

L A | L.E. End

4 woman on 5 stooges B harriet 7 doc hands
table

. -
y .
"|II: H 5]

end shde squid cover
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Background Music

Search by license

$1_ 168 soumdc Deate added (newest Firet}

11 ke hand dlap dark reverb music loop 4 bars

Brasifan Funk Yocal Loop 1-Shoed Fudk-130bpm

Plano keops 2 14 sfect 2 oceve long loop 120 bpm
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Free and Licensable

Loop Mix

ZITS
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Pick a Video Editor Sl
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Splice - Video Editor & Maker * B612 Al Photo&Video Editor
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Alight Motion
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Popular Ones I've Used

e Simple and free:
* Apple iMovie
 Microsoft Movie Maker

* Intermediate: free but better features cost
e Canva: online, image and video editing
e Capcut: desktop and online

* Professional: ,
. m Adobe Premiere
* Premiere
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Simple and Free: iPhone iMovie “Magic Movie”

12:43

Library =

Start New Project

Magic Movie
Choose media from Photos and +‘{
let IMovie create a movie for :

you.
Storyboard =
Use beautiful templates to easily D

create a video or movie trailer.

Movie
Make a movie from scratch E

using media from Photos and
Your camera,
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A “Magic Movie”
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Windows Movie Maker 2012

*Simple to use

*Minimal system requirements
°Free

*Lives on computer — you own the files.
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Windows Movie Maker 2012

* But:
* Windows only
 Limited features and free content
* No tutorials

* Download:

e Manual:

randyrossmedia.com/talks


https://archive.org/details/wlsetup-all_201704
https://archive.org/details/wlsetup-all_201704
https://archive.org/details/wlsetup-all_201704
https://archive.org/details/wlsetup-all_201704
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
https://www.scribd.com/document/491205621/Windows-Movie-Maker-2012-Notes
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Add Text and Animation
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Add Captions to Images, Music




30-Second Finished Product




Canva: More Advanced

*More features: animations, editing
*More free content

*More templates for social media
*Tutorials

randyrossmedia.com/talks



Canva: More Advanced

* But:
* Lives on Web: They own working files.
* Free version requires image editor to resize photos
* Owned by Australian company.
* Better features/content in Pro version (S18/month)
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First Time Canva? Do a Few Tutorials

Continue designing

mnody dating & soped Copy of pre-page D Moo ane-page Or. Mooty
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Parts of a Real Video Editor

Urihed daslge - ides  ® Startyourfremirial AR 4l D Previes m

i

Playback Window

Timeline




Add Files
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Limitation of Freebie: Content Unavailable




Add Audio, Download File
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Canva Example




Capcut: More Powerful

 More features, more free content
* Desktop versions for Mac and Windows

* Runs on older computers vs. Adobe (requires Windows
11)

e Great for short videos and social media content
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Capcut: More Complex

* But:
* More features = more decisions
* Owned by Chinese company that owns TikTok

* Annoying ads, key features only in paid version.
(519.99/month)
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CapCut: More Features, More Complexity
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Powerful editing with extensive effects and filters
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Real Video Editing Tools




Add Images, Scale to Fit
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Add Audio Multi-track Timeline
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Purple Hearts = Paid Features S ———

Text Animation Tracking Text to speech Al avatars

Basic Bubbile Effects
Trend Classic £ mmer i@ MNEW Hits Animation Food T -
Texfile Art M ot Metal Gl Textured M Blue
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Advanced: Premiere [ Adobe Premiere

*|Industry standard
*In business since 1986, based in CA.
*Better for long videos

 Part of suite with Audition (audio), After
Effects (animation), Photoshop, lllustrator.
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Advanced: Premiere [ Adobe Premiere

* But:

* More expensive: $23/month (S80/month for suite)

* Requirements: for Windows, 16GB RAM, Mid-high
CPU (i7), Windows 11.

* Complicated to learn

* Emerson offers classes for $492 (get student rate
for Adobe suite for S40/month)

randyrossmedia.com/talks



Premiere Interface
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Helpful Free Tools

* Tweaking photos and images:
* Canva
* Irfanview
* Powerpoint

* Adjusting volume, formatting, trimming/combining audio
e audacity

* Downloading Youtube videos:
* Clipgrab
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DIY Tips

If you get stuck:

* Try to figure out for 5 minutes then Google: “In
Canva, howtol...”

* Try another tool you already have: Powerpoint for
graphics and special effects.

Don’t need to win Academy Award
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Book Talk: A Theme and a Tease

How Much Can You Change
for Someone You Love?

An off-kilter author talk
by
comedian and novelist

Randy Ross
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Book Talk: Genesis of Book

Tales of a Reluctant World Traveler

a comedy of

adventure and self-discovery
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Slides and Links at

RandyRossMedia.com/Talks
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